The Muslim Stories Project was an idea born out of a desire to fill the void in
Muslim North American literature. It is a movement aimed at empowering the
oft-stitled voice of the Muslim North American mainstream. The deep-rooted
connections of a shared history give the Muslim citizens of the US and Canada
an experience that is universal and yet utterly personal. What is this
experience? Is being Muslim and being a citizen of North America
incompatible? What does this emerging identity hold for the future? These

are but some of the questions The Muslim Stories Project hopes to delve into
and explore.

Alexis de Tocqueville wrote in the 19th century about how being Catholic
both enriched citizenry and produced better civic participation. Far from
simply proving that there is nothing in conflict with being Muslim and being
North American, in the spirit of Tocqueville we strive to show how being
Muslim imbibes attributes which greatly enhance citizenry.

The Muslim Stories Project is dedicated to promoting the emerging vibrant
dialogue between Muslims and their fellow citizens of the US and Canada.
With the new focus on Islam and its relationship to the West, it is surprising
to see the lack of an intelligent and aesthetically appealing account of the lives
of Muslims living there. By producing this compilation, The Muslim Stories
Project hopes to bridge the gap between what Muslim North Americans are
perceived to be and what they actually are.

Fundamentally the goal of this project is to collect in a cohesive, well thought
out, and publishable manuscript, the experiences of Muslims living in the
United States and Canada. The primary audience is the non-Muslim general
public, with the primary aim to educate and enlighten through shedding light
on the human side of being Muslim.

We are dedicated to representing the variety of actors on the Muslim North
American scene who are identifiable with North American culture. We invite
you to help us realize this project. The fusion of Islam and the West manitfests
itselt in the lives of Muslim North Americans on a daily basis. This project
aims to capture the stories behind these lives, and bring them to the limelight.
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