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Karl Marx wrote in his essay on The 18th Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte concerning the Muslim world, 
òthey cannot represent themselves; they must be represented.ó This quote was later used to preface Edward 
Saidõs famous work on Orientalism.  As Muslims in North America we should acknowledge that if we 
as a community donõt define ourselves others will define us.  Should we continue to resign ourselves 
to these external definitions we will most assuredly carry on the legacy of orientalism, and in so doing 
fail to shed light on the true nature of Islam and the Muslims of North America.  Through literature we 
hope to participate in the forging and defining of a Muslim North American culture and invite you to 
be a part of this process by telling your story, sharing your talent, and letting your voice be heard.  
Let us be weary of Marxõs comments, and let us speak for ourselves before we complain about others 
speaking for us. May Allah (SWT) give us all tawfiq (success). 

The Muslim Stories Project accepts pieces chronicling the thoughts, feelings, and experiences of 
Muslims in their day-to-day lives.  Pieces may be in either prose or poetry form, and range from 1 and 
a half to 3 pages in length. Because it is the ultimate goal of this project to produce a published manuscript 
from the compiled works, it is necessary to be critical of submissions. However, writers wishing to submit 
their works are encouraged to do so, as even stories not considered for publication are regularly published
on the website. 

If you are interested in submitting a story to the project, please fill out the form below so we may contact you. 
Alternatively you may visit www.MuslimStories.com and follow the instructions to submit online. We thank 
you in advance for your submission, and look forward to reading your pieces! 


